Lenten Candle Lighting Liturgy, Year A
First Sunday: Seeds
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering our Jesus’ sacrifice, that he is
the Bread of the World. We remember how Jesus faced temptation in the wilderness, and the temptations we
face to look for sustenance elsewhere. We are reminded that through Christ our needs are fulfilled.
We light this candle on this first Sunday of Lent, remembering Christ’s perseverance and praying for Christ’s
strength in our lives.
(light the first candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen and we begin to plant seeds for the future harvest, may we remember how Christ
became broken for us, and that through Christ we will hunger no more. In the name of Christ, with whom we
journey towards the cross, we pray. Amen.

Second Sunday: Earth
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering that Christ has offered us new
life here on earth, that God so loved the world that he sent his Son, so that the world might be saved through
him. While we await the heavenly kingdom, we prepare for God’s reign on earth.
We light this candle on this second Sunday of Lent, remembering God’s assurance of new life through the signs
of spring in the earth.
(light the second candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen and bulbs are preparing deep in the earth, dear God, may we be ready for what you
are preparing to grow in us. Nourish us so that we might bear spiritual fruit. In the name of Christ, with whom
we journey towards the cross, we pray. Amen.

Third Sunday: Water
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering all the ways God throughout
history has delivered the people, through the Red Sea, crossing the river Jordan, and through the waters of our
rebirth at our baptism. We know Christ is the spring of living water, and through Christ we will never thirst
again for eternal life.
We light this candle on this third Sunday of Lent, remembering God’s love for us through his son Jesus the
Christ, that we might have new life in him.
(light the third candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen and the rivers fill with spring waters, dear God, may we be filled with your love.
Let wellsprings of living water spring up in us. In the name of Christ, with whom we journey towards the cross,
we pray. Amen.

Fourth Sunday: Sand (or Mud)
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering that life was brought forth
from the ground in our creation, and that new life for one man was created when Jesus took mud from the
ground and made a blind man see. As his eyes were opened for the first time, so our eyes are opened to the
need for hope and healing in our world.
We light this candle on this fourth Sunday of Lent, remembering God’s promise for all of us, new life here on
earth, and eternal life hereafter.
(light the fourth candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen, dear God, may we remember that it is you who gives us new life on earth, that we
might know your love and peace, and share your love with the world. In the name of Christ, with whom we
journey towards the cross, we pray. Amen.

Fifth Sunday: Stone
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering that death no longer has a
hold on us. Through Christ we are freed from the cold stone of the tomb and know the warm embrace of the
light of life.
We light this candle on this fifth Sunday of Lent, remembering God’s redeeming grace, and that new life comes
out of death. We remember the former covenant written on stone, and the new covenant, written on our hearts,
that we are God’s children, and God’s promise is life forevermore.
(light the fifth candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen, dear God, may we remember that spring comes only after a long winter, that new
life, eternal life, comes only after passing through death. In the name of Christ, with whom we journey towards
the cross, we pray. Amen.

Palm Sunday: Wood
In this season of Lent we reflect on our journey of faith with Christ, remembering that long ago God planted the
Tree of Life, and yet it is on a tree that Christ is crucified. We are again reminded that life comes out of death,
and we are promised that death does not have the final word.
We light this candle on this Palm Sunday, the last Sunday of Lent, remembering God’s faithfulness through the
cross upon which our Lord was crucified, that death will be no more, mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for Christ triumphs over death.
(light the sixth candle)
Prayer: As the days lengthen, dear God, may we remember that you are the one who calls life out of death, that
you are the Lord of our lives. In the name of Christ, may we have the strength found in him to journey towards
the cross. Amen.

